


















































Order Now! From the
World’s Foremost Suppliers of
Intelligence Manuals and Handbooks!

SWIMMER SABOTAGE. This
previously highly classified
handbook gives all the inside
tips and tricks of the “most dan-
gerous mine”...alone swimmer
bent on destruction. Originally
prepared by the U.S. Navy, this
rarest of all manuals thoroughly
discusses methods of water-
borne infiltration, one-man op-
erations and more. Tells how to
combat undersea sensor sys-
tems and gives brief history of
water infiltration tactics. An ab-
solute must for the unconven-
tional warfare specialist. 8%2x11"
50pp softcover $7.95

THE STING MANUAL. A com-
plete manual for establishing
and operating a storefront for
the purchase of stolen property.
This could rightfully be called “a
compiete guide to fencing.” Dis-
cusses establishing the site, es-
tablishing cover, operational
modus operandi, equipment,
supplies and props, how to buy
stolen property, how evidence is
gathered, security, personnel
and how arrests should be made.
This is the most comprehensive
undercover fencing operations
handbook we have ever seen
and represents “state of the art”
thinking on the subject. lllus-
trated. 8%2x11” 70pp softcover
$8.95

DONOVAN AND THE CIA: A
HISTORY OF THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF THE CENTRAL IN-
TELLIGENCE AGENCY by
Thomas F. Troy. Over 500 pages
long, originally written for the
instruction of new CIA empioy-
ees. This massive, previously
classified work was completed
in 1975 and first published in a
limited edition by CIA's Center
for the Study of Intelligence.
This is the official history of the
ClA'screation and development,
with particular emphasis on the
relationship between the agency
and William J. Donovan’s Office
of Strategic Services. One of a
very small number of essential
historical studies without which
it is impossible to understand
the intelligence profession as
expressed in US practice, and
the only officially sanctioned

study of CIA in the open liter-
ature. Highly recommended.
7x10" 589pp illus. hardcover
$29.50

SCIENTIFIC SELF-DEFENSE.
By W. E. Fairbairn. Official
unarmed combat textbook of the
Shanghai Municipal Police and
Royal Hongkong Police.
Teaches how to overcome a var-
iety of oriental combat styles.
This is the best text on'disarming;
holds and releases; use of the
club; multiple assailants and
more. 6x9” 175pp 200 illus.
$17.95

PRINCIPLES OF PROTECTION.
The ultimate bodyguard hand-
book from the Secret Service.
Covers history of assassination;
protective systems; basic tactics;
planning. Note: Shipped to law
enforcement and security offic-
ers only. Send copy of creden-
tials or use department letter-
head. No exceptions. 5%x8%"
83pp $20.00

OBSERVATION AND DESCRIP-
TION. From the Counter Intelli-
gence Corps. Teaches
observation psychology; descrip-
tion of persons; identification
methods; recording scenes and
incidents; improving memory.
This is a true professional's hand-
book. 8%x11" 58pp illus. $8.00

HANDBOOK OF OPEN
SOURCES. The “Investigator’s
Bible.” Covers wiretaps; infor-
mants; sources of information
available to everyone; all the
inside tips and tricks of the trade.
Originally developed for police
intelligence operations. An Inter-
service bestseller. 8%x11" 52pp
$5.95

COVERT ACTION edited by Roy
Godson. The only authoritative
study of the subject in print.
Examines paramilitary tech-
niques; counterespionage; insur-
gency; case studies; trends.
Written by CIA Covert Action
Staff experts. 6x9” 200pp soft-
cover $14.95

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE edit-
ed by Roy Godson. The third
volume includes an introduction
to Cl work, the double-cross sys-

tem, paramilitary aspects, insur-
gency and terrorism, Soviet
operations in the U.S. 6x9" 339pp
$12.95

NIGHT MOVEMENTS. Transla-
tion of rare Japanese silent move-
ment handbook used to train
infiltration experts and snipers.
Covers night psychology; how to
dress; vision; hearing; firing;
edged weapons, more. You will
learn to move unseen and silent
through the night. 5%x8'." 133pp
diagrams softcover $14.95

PLANNED POLITICAL ASSAS-
SINATION by William L. Cassidy.
Now declassified. Covers man-
agement; intelligence; targeting;
cover and security; orthodox and
unorthodox weapons; explo-
sives; chemical/biological tech-
nigues. Only professional study
of subject ever written. 5x8'%"
40pp softcover $6.95 hardcover
$12.95

SAS PATROL TECHNIQUES. The.

only authentic British SAS manual
ever offered. Discusses weapons,
personal equipment; camouflage;
infiltration; deception; evasion
and escape; building of hides and
much, much more. Supplies of
this manual are limited. Please act
today. 8'%.x11" 73pp $9.95

SOVIET TRADECRAFT. As men-
tioned in Newsweek and the ABC
TV news special on KGB espio-
nage in the U.S. This is an exact
translation of an authentic Soviet
intelligence training manual.
Teaches secret meetings; dead-
drops; countersurveillance; cut-
outs; couriers; networks. Exclu-
sively from Interservice. 52x8'"
40pp $4.95

HIDDEN CATCH. Awartime clas-
sic. Covers design, manufacture
and use of escape and evasion
aids, disguised devices, secret
compartments and survival kits.
Weltillustrated. 5x7" 176pp $10.95

SURREPTITIOUS ENTRY. A
timeless classic in the special
operations field. Discusses his-
tory; wartime experiences; com-
position of entry teams; training
techniques; close calls; methods
and procedures. Complete your
library today. 5x7" 222pp-illus.
$10.95

INTERSERVICE

JOURNAL

This is your chance to begin regularly
receiving a professional military and police
journal winning critical acclaim all over the
world. Each issue incorporates full-length
material treating special warfare, urban
counterinsurgency, paramilitary operations
and the intelligence profession. if pur-
chased separately, these detailed technical
papers would cost you many times more
than the nominal subscription price.

We don't want to mislead you. /nterservice
Journal is not a magazine and is not for the
average reader. Each issue is literally a book
in itself, and subscribing to |J is like getting
four books each year for one low price. lJ is
a serious quarterly published for the practis-
ing professional and offers stimulating,
time-proven information on a wide variety of
special subjects. Isn't it about time you
improved your reading? Turn your book-
shelf into a private research library. Place
your subscription to Interservice Journal
today.

IN RECENT ISSUES:

*Technical Aspects of Clandestine Arms
Production and Arms Smuggling.
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Plus an unusual range of exclusive special
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HOW TO ORDER: A one-year subscription
to IJ costs just $34.95. We pay all postage
and handling, send IJ in a sealed envelope,
and unconditionally guarantee your com-
plete satisfaction. To enter a one-year sub-
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the order blank below and enclose your
check or money order. Or why not use your
Visa or MasterCard and call our convenient
toll-free, 24-hour ordér number? -

800-227-1617 Ext. 156
In California Call 800-772-3545

Back Issues: Back issues are keptin stock at
$8.75 each plus $2.50 postage and handling.
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you need and we'll be happy to assist.
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bullet passed from a medium of one den-
sity, such as air, into a medium of dif-
ferent density, the bullet became un-
stable and began to tumble. This was
true for bullets fired through air into
water, and it was equally true for bullets
as they entered human flesh. What im-
peded the bullet from tumbling was its
own weight and momentum; the lighter
the bullet, the more rapidly and wildly it
would tumble end-for-end in flesh. A
large artillery round might pass straight
through a human body, but a small bul-
let could act like a gouge. During the
early stages of the congressional hear-
ings Representative Ichord asked
Eugene Stoner, the designer of the
original version of the M16, to explain
the apparent paradox of a small bullet’s
destructive power:

ICHORD: One Army boy told me
that he had shot a Viet Cong near the eye
with an M14 [which uses a substantially
heavier bullet] and the bullet did not
make too large a hole on exit, but he
shot a Viet Cong under similar circum-
stances in the same place with a M16 and
his whole head was reduced to pulp.
This would not appear to make sense.
You have greater velocity but the bullet
is lighter.

STONER: That is the advantage that
a small or light bullet has over a heavy
one when it comes to wound ballistics
... What it amounts to is that bullets
are stabilized to fly through air, and not
through water or a body, which is ap-
proximately the same density as the
water. And they are stable as long as
they are in the air. When they hit
something, they immediately go unsta-
ble....If you are talking about a
.30-caliber bullet [like that used in the
M14], that might remain stable through
a human body ... While a little bullet,
because it has a low mass, senses an in-
stability situation faster and reacts much
faster. This is what makes a little bullet
pay off so much in wound ballistics.?

A far-sighted troop commander, Gen.
Wyman, had asked Stoner to design his
rifle precisely to take advantage of the
“‘payoff’’ of smaller bullets. The AR-15,
the precursor of the MI16, used
.22-caliber bullets instead of the
.30-caliber that had long been standard
for the Army. (A word about “‘caliber.’’
Ammunition is described in two ways,
by millimeter measure or ‘‘caliber.”
Both are measures of the bullet’s
diameter, one expressed, obviously, in
millimeters, and the other in inches. A
¢.22-caliber’’ bullet has a diameter of
.22 inches, and is the same thing as a
5.56mm bullet. That is what the M16
uses. A .30-caliber bullet, or 7.62mm,
had been the standard for most Army
rifles, including the M1, which was used
in World War II and Korea, and the
M14, which was introduced after the
Korean War.)
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As early as 1928, an Army ‘‘Caliber
Board’’ conducted firing experiments in
Aberdeen, Maryland, and then had
recommended a move toward smaller
ammunition, perhaps of the .27-caliber
range; but the Army, for reasons that
were partly technical but largely tradi-
tional (and that will be more fully ex-
plained as the story goes on), refused
then and for the next thirty-five years to
change from the .30-caliber bullet,
which it preferred to describe as ““full-
sized.”

A second discovery about weaponry
also lay behind the design of Eugene
Stoner’s AR-15. In his studies of combat
units during World War 11, S.L.A. Mar-
shall found that nearly four-fifths of
combat soldiers never fired their weap-
ons during battles. This finding
prompted a closer look at the weapons
the soldiers used. It turned out that one
group of soldiers was an exception to
this rule: those who carried the Brown-
ing Automatic Rifles (BAR). These were
essentially portable machine guns, which
could spray out bursts of continuous
fire. The M1s that the other soldiers car-
ried were ‘‘semiautomatic,”” and re-
quired a separate trigger squeeze for
each round. Within a combat group, fir-
ing would begin with the BAR man and
spread out from him. The nearer a
soldier with an M1 stood to the BAR
man, the more likely he was to fire. The
explanation most often suggested was
that the infantryman carrying a normal
rifle felt that his actions were ultimately
futile.

\

Infantrymen
Are Erratic
Agents Of Death

As John Keegan said in The Face of
Battle, ‘‘Infantrymen, however well-
trained and well-armed, however
resolute, however ready to kill, remain
erratic agents of death. Unless centrally
directed, they will choose, perhaps bad-
ly, their own targets, will open and cease
fire individually, will be put off their aim
by the enemy’s return of fire, will be
distracted by the wounding of those near
them, will yield to fear or excitement,
will fire high, low, or wide.’’* The nor-

mal infantryman could not see the ene-

my clearly or have any sense of whether
he had hit. The BAR man, by contrast,
had the sense that he could dominate a
certain area — ‘‘hose it down,”’ in the

military slang — and destroy anyone
who happened to be there.

From the end of World War II, there
was a demand from some Army officers
for a new infantry weapon that would be
light, reasonably accurate, and capable
of fully automatic fire. The response of
the Army’s ordnance organizations was
to build the M14. This was basically an
automatic-firing, less solidly made ver-
sion of the Army’s previous standard,
the M1. Like the M1, it used a large
.30-caliber round. Its disadvantage was
that it was virtually uncontrollable when
in fully automatic firing. The explosive
charge needed to propel the heavy bul-
lets was so great, and the rifle itself so
flimsily built in an effort to make it
lightweight that the kick was ferocious.
A soldier who used it on automatic fire
was likely to get a nosebleed, in addition
to being unable to control the weapon’s
aim. It was with this rifle that American
troops trained in the early and middle
sixties, and with it they went to Vietnam.

The M14 was a product of the Army’s
own arsenal system, an informal con-
geries of weapons laboratories, private
contractors, and the Army Materiel
Command that is often generically
known as the ‘‘ordnance corps.’”’ The
ordnance corps had been in charge of
small-arms design for the Army for
more than a hundred years. In questions
of technology, it emphasized the out-
look of the “‘gravel-bellies,”’ the) sharp-
shooters and marksmen who measured a
weapon by how well it helped them hit a
target four hundred, five hundred, six
hundred yards away in peacetime rifle
competition. ‘“The M14 had been devel-
oped on the premise that aimed fire, the
fire of the marksman, was of the utmost
importance in combat,”” a Rand em-
ployee named Thomas McNaugher
wrote in a study of the M16.* ““To the
U.S. Army, it was more than a premise,
it was a creed that had evolved over
nearly a century since the service
adopted its first rifle in 1855.”%

Giving generous credit to the element
of rationality in the ordnance corps’
practices, McNaugher says that the
marksman’s philosophy was appealing
because the ‘‘Ordnance Department, the
agency that developed and produced the
service’s rifles and ammunition, pre-
ferred tactics that stressed slow and de-
liberate fire because it meant less waste
of ammunition and hence less strain on
the Department’s supply lines and pro-
duction facilities.’’¢ .

For the marksman’s purposes, a large,
heavy round was ideal, since it remained
steady in flight and was less sensitive to
wind. Hand in hand with this mentality
went an insistence on rigid technical
specifications. If a round didn’t leave
the muzzle at 3,250 feet per second, it
was no good,; if it couldn’t be fired in the

Continued on page 62
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hours of warding off jungle rot and
gook sores. Bored by the routine and ex-
hausted by the heat, we were supposed
to rush to the aid of any squad that
made contact with the enemy. John
Wayne to the rescue! Except this ain’t
Rio Bravo and nobody here bears any
resemblance to old Duke.

Anyway, this guy Fred is a Spec 4 with
a reputation of sorts. Real gung-ho
about the war, never lets anything
bother him. He’s ‘‘golden”’ too. Acts
bold, some say crazy, whenever there’s
action — but never gets hurt. ‘‘Just do-
ing the job the way it should be done,”’
he boasted to me once. ‘‘No more and
no less.”

So his squad trudges out into the bush
in spread-out formation, the idea being
if one guy trips a booby-trap his buddies
won’t get hurt because of the distance
between them. Not much consolation to
the guy who finds his family jewels
blown off.

They’re slogging their way through a
hedgerow — a dense row of bush and
‘vegetation. Fred is second man in line.
He’s about 20 yards behind the point
man. Plowing through to the other side
of this hedgerow, the point abruptly
finds himself eyeball to eyeball with two
NVA regulars. Walking point them-
selves, maybe, for their unit snaking
down from the mountains.

- Winded and

‘scared, I stumbled

up the bank a few
feet.

They’re staring right at the point man
— 30 to 40 feet from the top sight of his
M16. A quick but fatal burst from an
AK-47 rips the poor guy’s face off. Now
they spot Fred. They open up with their
assault rifles. He lets go a clip from his
M16. They hit Fred (tough to miss at
that range) but the bullets seem to

bounce right off him. That’s because -

he’s loaded up like a Mexican bandito.
He’s got belts of M60 machine-gun
rounds crisscrossing his torso along with
knives, grenades and web gear. This
Pancho Villa outfit buys him a few
precious seconds. That’s all he needs.
Fred’s M16 sends one of the NVA
back to Buddha. The other one is fum-
bling around trying to shove another ba-
nana clip into his Russian-built AK-47.
Got to be in a panic because Fred is still
standing there! Only — Fred has to re-
load, too. The race is on. One of them is
going to be quick, and one of them is go-
ing to be dead.
But Fred is just too ‘‘golden’’ for this
.sucker. Without a-moment’s hesitation,
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he runs up to this NVA and butt-strokes
him in the jaw with his rifle. He pum-

mels the stunned bastard to the ground

and beats him to death, using his M16,
his boots and his fists.

. A few seconds later, all hell breaks
loose around him and Fred scrambles
back to his squad unhurt. They get
raked and pinned by AK-47 fire and
.30-caliber machine-gun rounds. They
answer with M16s, an M79 and the
squad’s only M60 machine gun, but
they’re outnumbered and in trouble. A
desperately whispered radio call bounces
back to CP, requesting assistance.

Here’s where I come in. My squad is
closest so we get the call. Fred had
radioed CP that those two NVA were
toting full rucksacks. Could indicate a
major troop movement. We’re ordered
to outflank them. That means crossing a
river nearly 30 feet wide.

Rifles over our heads, we wade across,
one at a time. The river is turbid and
tricky. One wrong step could take me
under. The water rushes around my
armpits. The muddy bottom sucks and
pulls at my feet. Winded and scared, I
stumble up the bank a few feet. I plop
down belly first in the mud and look up.
Just ahead I can make out mounds of
uniformly arranged earth and brush.
We’re in a goddamn cemetery!

When everybody is across the river we
move out. We gain about 50 yards when
the NVA regulars start sending us their
greetings. Their firepower is deafening.
Those AK-47s can pop off 600 rounds
per minute. Ears ringing, we burrow
down into the damp dirt like moles tun-
neling for home. Forced flat on our
faces, mired in the muck. Some rescue.

Bullets are splashing in the puddles
and spanking the fertile, wet soil of the
cemetery. Urging the living to join the
dead.

Not me! Eyes shut tight and mouth
spitting earth, I push my M16 up above
my head and just let her rip. Hope you
get lucky, baby.

The fire fight is intense and concen-
trated. We can’t really see who we’re
shooting at. So often here in the boonies
the enemy is like a ghost — amorphous
and invisible.

We can’t call for artillery support
since right now we’re close enough to the
NVA to be family. So like an answered
prayer, we get help from above. CP calls
in helicopter gunships. The chopper
jocks had already been in the air.

We sweat and wait while the North
Vietnamese pour it on us. But in the
distance I can pick up the steady sound
of the helos thumping through the sticky
air. Wait a second! If those gunships
come up strafing from our rear, we
could get pulverized along with the
NVA.

My bowels are rumbling. They’re on
us in a flash. I blink the dirt from my

eyes and watch them swoop in from the

side like seagulls scavenging at the
beach. We’re going to be okay.

The gunships make a few passes at
tree-top level. Air-to-ground rockets ex-
plode and electrically-fired mini-guns
whang away at the enemy positions. But
just as suddenly as it started, it stops.
Like a rain-shortened 4th of July fire-
works. Then, only eerie silence and the
final rush of adrenalin through the veins.
After such pandemonium your ears have
to adjust back to normal conditions.

Hand-to-hand
combat is our pet
bitch over
here.

Only 20 minutes had gone by since we
crossed the river. Only . .. it seemed like
20 lifetimes.

We were all through for the day. Two
other squads swept the AO. They could
turn up just two.NVA bodies. The two
Fred had nailed. Nothing else. No
weapons, no supplies. Battalion head-
quarters wouldn’t be too happy.

It can really get a grunt pissed off.
The high command likes to keep score.
Add up the corpses. A complicated math
problem with no real solutions. Seizing a
village or taking some ground doesn’t
appear to matter because as soon as you
pull out the enemy comes back. He’s like
a chronic dose of the clap that never .
seems to leave you.

I know it was different in Dad’s war.
WWII — “‘the big one.”’ The enemy was
in front of you and you beat the hell out
of him. You took territory and you held
it. But that was the good old days.

The point man in Fred’s squad was
our only KIA. We heard about Fred’s
kills from a guy in his squad who saw it
all. Usually, Fred babbles on about his
exploits to anyone who lends an ear. But
this time he was being uncharacteris-
tically reticent about it. I tried to get him
to open up. ‘‘Just did a job,”” he mut-
tered, turning away.

We're sprawled out now, taking it
easy. Fred’s not here. He’s wandered off
by himself somewhere. Hand-to-hand
combat is our pet bitch over here. Our
biggest fear. Wet-your-pants time. I
guess it’s got to do something to you.
Damn, what doesn’t this place do to
you....

Funny, I’m a little scared and both-
ered about what happened to Fred, but I
can’t seem to focus any feelings on what
I went through in that cemetery today.

My writing hand is starting to numb
up. Must be the night chill settling
in....

Listen, Al, make sure you write soon.
Getting a letter over here is ... like a
hug from home ... take care,

Kenny R
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BERETTA
92 SB
COMBAT
AUTO

magazine. The Beretta’s short recoil
system uses a falling locking block which
is driven downward to disengage the
slide from the barrel and halt the
rearward travel of the barrel. It more
than vaguely resembles the operating
principle of the Walther P-38 pistol.

The more specific origin of the 92 SB
lies in the Beretta Model 1951SL pistol.
The model 51 pistol is used by the
Israeli, Egyptian, Italian and Nigerian
armed forces. The Model 51 uses an
eight-round box magazine, a push-
through pin-type safety located at the
top rear of the frame, and is
single-action.

The Beretta Model 92 was placed
into production in 1976. It featured a
double-action trigger, 15-round
magazine, a disassembly-latch release
button, and an anodized
aluminum frame.

The Model 92S followed shortly. It
was generally the same as its
predecessor except the safety was
moved from the frame to the slide.
When the safety is applied with the
hammer cocked, the firing pin is
deflected from the hammer head, the
hammer released, and the connection
between the trigger bar and -
the sear broken.

As a consequence of the JSSAP
trials, Beretta altered the 92S in several
significant ways, leading to the 92S-1
and finally the 92 SB.

" The safety lever was elongated and
placed on both sides of the slide to
make the safety accessible with either
hand. The magazine release button has
been moved from the bottom rear of
the grip assembly to the rear of the
trigger guard where it can be pushed by
the shooting hand’s thumb. For left-
handed shooters the magazine release
button can be moved from the left to
the right side of the frame.

The safety system on the 92 SB has
been. transformed: 1) There is now a
half-cock position {(this useless old
feature simply refuses to die); 2) the
new firing pin is inertial; 3) the manual
safety disengages the trigger from the
sear, and 4) a spring-loaded steel block
limits the firing-pin travel. This
mechanical firing-pin stop, located in
the slide, is activated by a coil spring
and deactivated at the last moment of
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trigger travel by the trigger bar and a
lever assembly. This last safety feature
(which distinguishes the 92 SB from the
earlier 925-1) ensures that the pistol
cannot fire unless the trigger is pulled. It
is reminiscent of the Schwartz firing-pin
safety that was occasionally installed on
Colt Commercial Model 1911 pistols
during the mid-1930s. The slide of a
92S pistol [ examined (only 1576 digits
lower than the serial number on my 92
SB) was already milled in apparent
anticipation of this device.

There are further minor differences
between the 925 and the 92 SB. The
front and rear sights on the 92 SB have
white dots to improve visibility. The grip
assembly on the 92 SB has been
grooved front and rear. The recoil-
spring guide rod is steel hard-chromed
on the 92S and anodized aluminum on
the 92 SB. The hammer pivot pin is
now held in place by the enlarged left
grip panel of the 92 SB since it had a
pronounced tendency to walk out on
the 92S. The magazine retention system
has been improved on the 92 SB but its
magazines still work in the 92S.
However, 925 magazines cannot be
used in the 92 SB.

The machine work, fitting and finish
of the Beretta 92 SB are outstanding.
How refreshing it is, in this day of
investment castings, tool marks, sloppy
fit, burrs and poor finish, to see and feel
the careful craftsmanship of the 300-
year-old Pietro Beretta company.

Second-round
target and sight
alignment is
damned quick as
felt recoil is low.

The specimen I received from the
Beretta U.S.A. Corp. (Dept. SOF,
17601 Indian Head Highway, Ac- .
cokeek, MD 20607) could be faulted in
only one area. lts scratchy seven-pound
single-action trigger pull ground enamel
off my teeth like the dragging of chalk
across a blackboard. This was soon
remedied by Burke C. Hill, Jr., whom
many now consider to-be the premier
combat pistolsmith in the Southwestern
United States. With a clean, crisp-as-ice
four-pound let-off, the Beretta 92 SB
now shoots as good as it looks.

Two 92 SB pistols were used in,
SOF'’s test and evaluation, mine and
that of a good friend, Robert H. Hall.
More than 800 rounds of assorted
ammo have, as of this writing, been run

" through the two pistols without a single

malfunction that can be attributed
to the weapons.

There were three failures to hold
open after the last round was fired.

However, the 92 SB’s slide stop is
positioned further rearward and requires
far less pressure to release than the Colt
1911A1, since it is merely spring-loaded
and not connected to a barrel link.
Because the thumbs ride high when
using the correct Weaver hold and
stance, those with large hands will find
their thumbs positioned right on top of
the slide stop. This, of course, explains
the failure to hold open. Slight
modification of the grip

fixed everything.

Ball ammunition used in the test
included Finnish Lapua, Federal, Czech
and handloads incorporating the
Hornady SWC jacketed bullet
developed in conjunction with the
JSSAP trials. The Czech ammo
required second hammer hits about
eight to 10 percent of the time in Hall's
92 SB. The extremely hard primers in
the Czech cases are difficult to ignite in
many pistols and will on occasion even
cause problems in submachine guns
with nonfixed firing pins, such
as the MP40.

Both pistols shot six to eight inches
high at 25 meters. This will require a
tricky alteration as the firing-pin stop is
directly in front of the rear sight and in
its farthest upward position is already
almost in line with the bottom plane of
the rear sight picture. In other words,
the rear sight notch cannot be lowered
very much more.

It's nice to see a rounded trigger
guard again. The recent fetish for
squared trigger guards has been carried
too far and serves only to impede
instruction in the proper Weaver
two-handed hold.

The magazine-release button is now
conveniently located and the magazines
fall freely away for ease in speed-
loading. It's a shame the magazine well
is not beveled, but this is easy enough
for a competent pistolsmith to correct.

The thumb safety is more difficult to
reach and operate, without changing
the grip, than that of the M1911A1, but
the double-action feature and the firing-
pin stop allow a round to be carried
safely in the chamber with the hammer
down. The manual safety is thus almost
a redundancy. The right-hand safety
lever on Robert Hall's 92 SB started to
loosen during the first shooting session.
Replacement of the small roll pin which
fastens the lever to the safety will
alleviate this minor irritation.

The loaded-round indicator, actually
just a red mark on the extractor, is of
dubious- value and small consequence.
Those not accustomed to such a feature
will simply ignore it.

Stripping and reassembly are
effortless with the Beretta's novel
disassembly latch. Just press the
disassembly latch’s release button (after
emptying the pistol) and rotate the latch
counter-clockwise until it stops. Pull the
entire slide group forward and separate
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| shook my head. The
attack, such as it was,
had lasted an hour with
no results. But, happily,
still no Mi-24s appeared
in the sky though we
were no more than 30
minutes by chopper from
the Soviet airbase
at Khost.

As dusk fell — and still
no Mi-24s — we moved
down to a safehouse
located in the bottom of a
narrow ravine four or five
klicks from our firing
position. The safehouse
was a framework of
branches covered by
dried reeds.

Inside, a firepit dug
into the ground fiercely
burned the cardboard-
mortar-round containers
and provided the means
to cook the freshly
slaughtered lamb. As the
light from the flames cast
shadows on the walls of
this primitive dwelling,
we imagined ourselves
tripping back through
time — any time period
during the last 2,500
years. The shadowed,
gaunt, craggy faces of
the turbaned Afghans
could have been part of
the Afghan forces that
resisted Alexander the
Great’s invading army in
327 B.C,, or the
conquering Mongol
armies of Genghis Khan
in the 12th century, or
Tamerlane in the 14th
century, or the British
incursions of the 19th
century. Only the
wristwatches and burning
mortar-round containers
indicated that we were in
the 20th century.

Hashmat asked us, as
honored guests, to sleep
inside. However, looking
at the terrain — as |
caught up on my note-
taking, using the
baseplate of the three-
inch mortar as a backrest
— | figured that if the
Mi-24s took a run through
this valley, they would
observe the baseplate
that was propped up
against the hootch'’s
doorway and
waste it.
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Therefore, Coyne and |
opted to sleep in the
open, 50 meters from the
hootch, giving us a bit of
a chance if lvan decided
to snoop the following
morning.

Not to worry — the
only disturbance during
the night came from a
scraggly Afghan rooster
tethered about three feet
from my head. He
obviously had his sense
of time upset by jet-lag,
mistaking 0300 hours for
dawn instead of 0530
hours. His crowing
disturbed what was, at
best, an unsettled sleep.
However, | was satisfied
that the rooster was
suitably chastised a few
hours later — we ate him
for lunch.

We broke camp and
moved out toward our
next attack position
about 1400 hours the
following day. Once
again, a Boy Scout hike.
As we moved across the
400-yard-wide valley floor
in a gaggle | continually
searched for cover and
concealment. In vain, it
turned out since there
wasn’t any. Apparently
the Afghans simply don't
worry about enemy
choppers.

Granted, they had
observation posts on
prominent terrain
features and ridgelines.
However, their early-
warning system (which
consisted of Abdul
yelling to Mohammed,
“Helicopters are
coming,” who in turn
would yell to Ismael,
“The helicopters are
coming,” who in turn
would yell to ...) was not
reassuring. Even though
Coyne pointed out, “You
can see a chopper much
farther away than you can
hear it,” | still was not
impressed. The Afghans
had more confidence in
their early-warning
system than | did.

After a five-hour walk
that covered at least 20
klicks, we arrived at our
new attack position. The
mujahideen had borrowed
an additional three-inch
mortar from another
group because they were

dissatisfied with the
previous one. Once again,
the mortar position was
located about 20 yards
from the crest of the
ridge on the reverse
slope. At 1815 hours, to
the cheers once again of
“Allah Akbar!"”, the
Afghans initiated a
mortar attack.

Much better luck was
ours tonight. The gunner,
Boraki, bracketed the
target with three rounds
and put it on target.

Incoming once again.
It was becoming
interesting.

Another enthusiastic
“Allah Akbar!" A bright
flash — we got a
secondary.

Shortly thereafter,
another bright flash
erupted from the main
gun of a Soviet tank! The
round landed about 100
meters from our mortar
position, but only 10
meters from the heavy
machine-gun position.
Fortunately, a rock
embankment protected
the gunner, who did not
interrupt his firing. The
Soviets once again
replied in kind.

After 30 minutes, we
broke contact. We had
run out of mortar
ammunition even though
we had fired only 11
rounds — the whole
week’s allocation!

The following morning,
the mujahideen received
an intelligence report that
one of our rounds had
landed on a Soviet mortar
pit, killing the gunner and
setting off a secondary.
Not bad results for a
lousy 11 rounds.

During the night, which
we spent in another dry
river bed, and the
following day, | pieced

together a reasonable or
at least understandable
estimate of the situation.
The Afghan resistance
forces had the small
Russian fort under siege
and surrounded it for 41
days. The concept of
operations was simple
and had been used since
the beginning of recorded
military history — starve
them out.

The Afghan resistance
expected that when the
Afghan puppet troops ran
low on ammo and food,
they would slit the
throats of the Russian
advisers and surrender.
Two other Russian
outposts in the same
area had already suffered
that fate in preceding
months.

The nightly standoff
attacks’ primary purposes
were to maintain pressure
‘on the fort personnel and
to prod the Soviets into
returning fire — thus
continuing to deplete
Russian ammo reserves.
Since the Soviets had
their guns registered on
our ridgelines but still
fired only minimum
rounds of counter-mortar
fire, | gave the Afghans’
assumption a fair amount
of credibility.

The Afghans believed
that no resupply by land
was possible since all
main approach avenues
to the Soviet fort were
under Afghan
observation, whose
blocking forces would
attack any relief columns.
The Soviets would not
risk a chopper
to resupply.

It seemed to me that if
the Russians wanted to
relieve the fort they could
— if they commited
sufficient air assets. |

‘would think that a half a

dozen Mi-24s could easily
provide sufficient combat
power to suppress any
Afghan fire.
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COLT M1911/A1 .45 AUTO BAYONETS M1 .30 CAL. CARBINE ——  BROWNING 9mm HI POWER ORIG. G.I. 30 ROUND U.S. MILITARY 1st AID KIT
1. Barrel New Coit Mfg. ... $45.00 2. Band BSSWIDI?' front Y\ w} PISTOL HOLSTER MAGAZINES & POUCH for Y. FSN 6545-965-2394 st aid dressing, ban-
3. Bushing, barrel ....... 8.00 M4 CARBINE 4 Bl /(l:)ayo[ i i %8% il v Heavy-duty canvas. Metal interior COLT AR-15/M16 T dages, adhesive tape, aspirin, antiseptic
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§ B oo | ) Us, Caiber oMt | & Esculcheon el plat Latest issue Nylon LC-1 pouch) $23.95. MAGAZINEPOUCH  $4.95
10. Guide, recoil spring 725 | 3! Carbine. Bladelength: [ SClew . ........... 1.50 New Case ........... $ 5.95 .30 CAL. M-1 CARBINE With 4 Mags. $19.95
11, Hammer T 1280 | | O Features: Bell 110 Eﬁ'fgo%eiaimd ik g % \ New Bipod............. $12.00 60 RD. MAG. ASSEMBLY _
% Harm erma‘w:m?n%urmhed) o | ' handle, and ie-thongs. |12, Hand guard. (wood 750 New Bipod & Case (Set) . $15 a5 Contains 2 30-round magazines |  Fawg® o s pg/aq $10.95
14 HWS,% mamsp,.,,gﬁat 1400 1 2A. Hand guard, (wood), ised .00 UsedCase ............ $ 3.00 andclip holder. §10.95. Clip holder | 1= T~
ng Link, Barrel s }% T SI-8 $19.95 2, Hand guard (metal ventilated) % Used Case w/New Bipod $13.95 only $3.95. Magsonly $4.00 each. (= | a ..;....m.__l l\’lU:lNgENANCE KIT
2 | e - ncludes Case, Tooth
7. 10.00 GARAND 1%- EOUSY"‘U T"D?Ff M1, Stripped 2 % 30 ROUND MAGAZINES FOR ORIGINAL G.I. CAMOUFLAGE 3 Brush, LSA, Bore Cleaner,
§ % M5A1 Y Nine o 500 THE RUGER* MINI-14 M-65 FIELD JACKET Cleaning Rod, & 2 Chanm.
20, Pin, barel, link 75 8. Magazing, 30 round . . . . . 200 Brand New. Manufactured and- In 0.D., Camo. Woodland, or Tan ber Brushes.
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1. Pin ejector ........... 75 with M8A1 0. Nt, Gas iston . . 280 €a. 2$22.95.3 mags + pouch $39.95 Water Repellant. Hideaway zipper AR-15/M16 FRONT & REAR
2 b ;]mna N o Scabbard 3 P o 1 e 1 5 e registared trademar and hood included. Available n S SIGHT ADJUSTING TOOL
4. Pin, nmer st 5 US. Caliber 30 M1 |23 Pin, hammer . 50 L or XL sizes. (Specify size) = $9.95
25 Pin.manspringcap ... 75 Garand Rifle, Blade |25, Pin. trigger housing . 50 COLT MFG. M16/A1 UPPER 354 95, 2 for $99.95 :
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. and tie-thongs. -oaterecoll L L. . .
30. Plunger extractor w/s 225 pin to adapt M16/A1 upper re- | _
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80 Rupturedeartidgeexiactor.  3.00 [ 5Ea80ni02 Ebotucton of classe o adjusiable and L CENCNNIVITEERSENGISE MONEY FOR THE AMOUNT OF PURCHASE AND MAIL TO SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL

3995. Ourprice 32.95 SAVE $7.00 $795ea  210r$15.00 3 for §21.00 $9.95. 2 for $18.00 18714 Parthenia Street/Dept. SF-11/Northridge, CA 91324







THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK
IS A MUST
FOR THE SURVIVALIST

THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK
Limited Edition THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY
$100.00 TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO FIGHT, PROTECT YOURSELF
£ $10020 ]l.m AND KILL! HOW TO BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND
p only 50,000 Copies SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COURAGE AND
o A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES WHICH DO AWAY WITH
Will Be Sold LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME CONSUMING TRAINING. IT

REDUCES HAND TO HAND COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF
HOW TO KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS INWAYS WHICH
CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE
FIRST TIME YOU PICK ONE UP, CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND
EFFECTIVELY! HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT .
EXPLOSIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY ITEMS;
HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILDINGS, OFFICES, SAFES.
FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND VEHICLES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS
OF ASSASSINATION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR
EQUIPMENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES, THE
ARCTIC, ON THE DESERT, AND IN BARROOMS, OR ON THE
STREETS; THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE TRICKS WHICH PERMIT
YOU TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING
IT FOR DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS AND
SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COMBAT FIRST AID;
PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES,
ESTABLISHMENT OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH
TECHNIQUES, SEARCH, HANDLING OF POWS; AND MORE!—BY
AMERICA'S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE SOLDIER—TONY

" HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET—
ALL 600 PLUS PAGES.

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAILABLE.

SOME V/ILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METHODS AND
TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN PASSED ON THROUGH THE
OFFICES OF THE CIA, DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION

Jim Townsend HEADQUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME CAN ONLY
- ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPABILITIES AS WELL AS AID
Editor You IN PROTECTING AGAINST THEM.

The National Educator

AMERICA’S

SUPER
SOLDIER

ANTHONY B.
HERBERT
LT. COL., RET.

This survival manual
is essential if a catas-
trophe ever strikes
our land. I'd rather
have it than a gun.

e

SOLDIER’S
HANDBOOK

L

PREPARED BY LT. COL. ANTHONY B. HERBERT, (Ret)
@ America’s Most Decorated Soldier”

THE SOLDIER’'S HANDBOOK ........ $100.00

Only nine men in history have won the Osminieh (Turkey’s

Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a
limited edition of THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK by
Anthony B. Herbert, Lt.Col., Ret., at a price of $100.00 per
copy. Each book is numbered and will be autographed by
the author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in
which filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are
received.

Medal of Honor) — Eight Turkish soldiers and America’s
Tony Herbert — only one of his many unique
accomplishments.

Quantity Item Price ea. | Amount

Soldier's Handbook { $100.00

A quote from former astronaut Wally Schirra:

“If you are a survivor of an airplane crash, | would hope that
you would have THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK in your
survival kit. If you don’t plan to survive, take a martini!”

[ lerald Examiner, Wednesday, Aug. 27

The book’s already a big hit among old military hands,
narcotics folk, cops, corporations and individuals with more
than just a little to protect. And, promises Herbert, the book
will be updated periodically. Which might prove necessary.
After all, you never know when another Noble Cause may
come loping around the'next corner. O

CLOVERLEAF BOOKS
P.O. BOX 440259 Dept. 7Z
Aurora, Colorado 80044
(303) 337-0850

NOVEMBER/82

Total Amount

Shpg. & Hdig. |___2.95
Total of above

Satisfaction guaranteed
or return book within 10
days and we will refund
your money.

Check or Money Order Payable to Cloverleaf Books
Please fill in below

Name

Address

City State Zip

CHARGE IT!

B Master Charge B BankAmericar Visa

Account #

(all digits)

Master Charge
Expiration Date Bank No.
Signature (required if using credit card)
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IF PROPOSITION 15 (THE ANTI-GUN INITIATIVE)
~ PASSES ON NOVEMBER 2ND, |

YOU MIGHT AS WELL KISS YOUR
GUNS GOODBYE cuwan

YOU CAN HELP PREVENT ITS
PASSAGE BY DOING ALL OF THE FOLI.OWING

‘xlte'—ﬁl!:ﬂk—ﬂﬂl——‘l"ﬂ

1. Reglster to vote on against Proposntlon 15.

2. Contribute to Gun Owners of Cahforma, Inc. Talk is
cheap, but T.V. and radio ads cost money. We must
get the truth out to the public.

3. Hand out Ilterature to frlends and nelghbors

4. Do all of the above right away. Can you think of
| anythmg more |mportant to do?
TEAR HERE

O Please send me a voter reglstratlon card so that | can vote
against Proposition 15 on November 2nd.

O Please send me literature and information that | can hand out
to my friends and neighbors.

O Here is my contribution to heIp defeat Proposition 15.
$15 O $25 O $50 O Other

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE):
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY i ' ZIp
IMPORTANT: COUNTY OF RESIDENCE '
SEND TO:

OWNERS W
OF CALIFORNIA, INC. N4

1121 L STREET, SUITE 810" SACRAMENTO CA 95814 o (916) 443 5909

]

]

]

]

]

ﬂ

ﬂ

ﬂ O Please send me information about Proposition 15.
|

ﬂ

[]

[]

U
L.
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'MERCENARIES

DO IT FOR
PROFIT

MERC

|  PHOENIX T-SHIRTS

T-shirts are a cotton/polyester blend.
Diver, USMC & 3B

$8.95
Remaining shirts are $7.95

Available in black, navy
or light biue

I

USMC

SEA A

MARINES

ARY &
' J

SO TSI

LET ME WIN YOUR
HEARTS AND MINDS,

OR ML BURN YOUR
DAMN WUTS DOWN

— Available in white, navy or blacl

back

in white
navy or
black

Available

AIRBORNE
N (®Y ABN
“:i'? i

DEATH FROM ABOVE
_____ Available in white, navy or black

front

SPECIAL FORCES
N

back

SPECIAL FORCES

N
T - "N Cammo Sweatshirt
Available - w/hood, zipper.
in
white o $26.95 .
navy | - : Cammo T-Shirt
or ROUGH T
black SUPERIOR —  peacE $8.95
FIREPOWER
1 [
g,
\ 7/
@
SOF )
oo N
/ \ Loy
Decal 50¢ ea.
SOLDIER OF -
FORTUNE NI
Available in g
white, ) (5/&57 i
navy or o TERR
black Buckle $6.95
RHODasylAN Mail to PHOENIX ASSOCIATES, INC., Dept. 1182, Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306
RA AR
ITEM QUANTITY SIZE EXTENQED
|' . /—\
—~
)
leme VISA & MASTER CARD ACCEPTED: Poslage & Handling
Card. # 3°: Sales Tax (CO res 1
Exp — TOTAL AMQUNT ENCLQSED
\ NAME: o - I
r ADODRESS: ——— —
‘ C/ S~ ory: STATE: __ zIP:
/ We accept lelephone orders on Master Card & VISA — call us at (303) 4471263, Sorry, no col
l leci calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.25 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED — INCLUDE
75¢ FOR EACH ADDITOINAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add
30° PLEASE ALLOW 4.6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
APOC
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